Paraphrasing

What Is a Paraphrase?

A paraphrase is a restatement of a source that emphasizes its precise
content over its wording.

We can think of a paraphrase in this way: if a quote seeks to replicate
a source’s words exactly, and a summary is more interested in the
overall “point” of a source, then a paraphrase is the middle ground
that is interested not in how a source says something, but what it’s
saying, and what it means overall.

Let’s look at an example of an effective paraphrase.

Paraphrase:

Attracting a large
on social media can depend on

Original:
“Cn most social networks the
first step to showing your
content to a lot of people is
grinding to an :
or having lots of friends. or
being incredibly or

or idle and willing to

= one or many factors. You may
be drawing from an existing
ool of connections. or you

could possess just the right
amount of . knowledge,

display that. or getting power, . or just plain

or striking viral gold.” necessary to that

(Herman 2019, para. 19) viewership (Herman 2019,
oara. 19).
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Paraphrasing, cont.

What Makes This Paraphrase Effective?

This paraphrase is effective because it
includes most of the details from a source to
communicate the same idea.

Since you are
adapting ideas from the source material, you
will inevitably see similarities in the
vocabulary between the source and your
paraphrase. The key is to ensure your
sentence construction and syntax is distinct
enough from the source material.
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